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A  NOTE 


The  oldest  Church  Records  of  the  Brook- 
field  Church  and  also  of  the  East  Brookfield 
Church  are  in  The  Methodist  Historical  So- 
ciety's archives  at  Boston. 
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Fruit,  planted  by  devoted  Methodist  Itinerants 
in  the  Brookfields,  these  pages  are  affection- 
ately dedicated. 

Others  have  labored,* 
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A  SALUTATION 


Brookfield  Methodism  is  highly  favored 
to  have  its  history  so  carefully  and  thoroughly 
written  by  one  who  has  shown  himself  every 
way  competent,  and  who  has  so  manifestly  put 
his  heart  into  his  work.  If  only  all  our  churches, 
especially  those  of  ancient  lineage,  could  have 
their  annals  and  traditions  so  lovingly  and  pains- 
takingly looked  up  and  followed  out,  it  would 
very  much  lighten  the  task  of  the  historian  of 
Methodism  in  these  regions.  Such  books  as 
these  are  a  real  blessing  to  the  past,  the  present, 
and  the  future ;  they  commemorate  and  ennoble 
the  past,  they  inform  and  delight  the  present, 
they  illuminate  and  consecrate  the  future.  May 
this  little  book  show  many  others  how  to  do  a 
similar  good  work.  May  the  Brookfield  Metho- 
dist Church  and  its  devoted  pastor  find  ever 
increasing  prosperity  together. 

James  Mudge. 

Maiden,  Mass. 


FOREWORD 


History  is  fascinating,  because  it  lifts  the 
veil  of  the  past,  permitting  us  of  the  present  to 
gaze  upon  men  of  former  generations  in  action, 
blazing  paths,  removing  obstacles,  and  laying  the 
foundations  on  which  we  are  building. 

History  is  of  value  only  so  far  as  it  faith- 
fully and  systematically  records  the  noteworthy 
events  of  the  past,  whether  in  physical  and  geo- 
graphic changes,  or  in  mental  and  moral  achieve- 
ments. 

A  reliable  history  of  the  Brookfields  is  yet 
to  be  written.  The  mere  fact  of  a  ponderous 
and  imposing  tome  containing  many  isolated 
facts,  much  valuable  data,  many  mis-statements, 
some  inexcusable  blunders,  and  a  silence  as 
solemn  as  the  grave  concerning  the  profoundest 
realities  and  causes  underlying  the  present  social 


life  and  activities  of  the  -community  may,  or 
may  not,  be  thought,  sufficient .  reason  •  ior  this 
venture. 

This  unpretentious  sketch,  however,  is  not 
a  history  of  the  Brookfields,  nor  yet  a  history 
of  the  churches  of  the  towns  comprised  in  the 
original  Brookfield.  Each  of  the  several  de- 
nominations represented  has  its  historic  records 
more  or  less  complete.  A  comparative  study  of 
each  would  be  necessary  to  summarize  in  order 
to  draw  a  complete  picture  of  the  intellectual, 
social,  and  moral  evolution  through  which  the 
community  has  thus  far  passed. 

The  single  aim  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  trace 
one  of  the  religious  systems  which  for  a  little 
more  than  a  century  past  has  contributed  towards 
the  moral  well-being  of  the  community,  and  to 
make  only  incidental  allusions  to  the  other 
churches,  where  the  different  systems  have  met, 
and  either  blended,  or  clashed. 
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RAGGED  HILL 


A  RURAL  CHURCH 
RECORD 


PRE-METHODIST  BROOKFIELD 

The  early  settlers  were  religious ;  some  of 
them  strenuously  so ;  but  the  worldly  element 
also  was  as  pronounced  then  as  it  is  in  this  or 
any  other  age.  The  settlers  in  the  Quaboag 
Valley  and  on  its  hillsides  were  of  the  positive 
Puritanical  order.  They  were  so  extremely 
Protestant  in  their  views,  that  they  hated  Roman- 
ism with  such  intensity  that  they  saw  a  deadly 
foe  in  any  system  that  had  even  the  faintest 
resemblance  to  Rome.  The  incomplete  separa- 
tion of  the  Church  of  England  from  Romish 
tendencies  gave  them  a  strong  motive  for  this 
their  extreme  antagonism  to  Methodism. 
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The  New  England  settlers  in  isolated  homes, 
separated  by  long  distances  from  near  neigh- 
bors, surrounded  by  savage  redmen,  single- 
handed  and  alone  faced  the  wilds,  subdued  na- 
ture by  reducing  the  forests  and  compelling  the 
soil  to  yield  them  sustenance.  The  patriarchal 
and  historic  books  of  the  Bible,  because  of  simi- 
larity to  their  conditions,  furnished  the  early 
settlers  their  chief  inspiration  and  made  them 
hardy,  heroic,  and  resolute  in  thought  and  ac- 
tion. 

Their  inherited  Calvinistic  Faith  tended  to 
make  them  not  only  serious,  but  harsh  in  their 
social  intercourse,  either  with  the  natives,  or  with 
those  of  their  own  race,  who  dared  to  deny,  or 
even  to  doubt,  what  they  had  been  solemnly 
taught  that  God  had  eternally  decreed. 

Joyous  faith  and  conscious  assurance  of 
divine  favor  were  foreign  to  their  system  of 
theological  dogma ;  they  never  could  flourish  in 
the  chilly  atmosphere  of   Puritanical  Calvinism. 

Those  sturdy  Puritans  were  an  honest  folk ; 
they  were  creatures  of  circumstances.  Their 
fathers'  grievance  against  deadly  formalism  in 
their  old  home  Church  was  their  inheritance. 
That  God  had  honored  their  fathers'  protest 
they  were  assured ;  and  that  He  had  opened  to 


12 


them  this  new  world  continent  and  bidden  them 
go  in  and  possess  it,  they  never  doubted. 

No  other  people  in  all  the  ages  have  had 
such  large  opportunities  as  were  given  to  the 
Puritans.  For  a  century  and  a  half  they  were 
the  sole  masters  of  New  England  and  held  the 
key  to  the  Continent.  But  conscious  of  their 
divinely  appointed  mission,  they  became  proud, 
narrow-minded,  provincial  and  intolerant,  and 
hence  failed  in  their  mission  and  lost  their  op- 
portunity. 

Their  liberty  of  self-government  in  town, 
colon-y  and  Church  became  their  snare.  Their 
idea  of  the  Church's  independence  led  to  that 
arrogance  which  recognizes  no  authority  outside 
of  the  local,  autocthonous  congregation.  On 
such  shifting  sands  it  was  as  impossible  to  build 
up  a  strong  national  Church  as  it  proved  imprac- 
ticable to  build  a  nation  on  absolutely  independ- 
ent sovereignties. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem.  Puritanic  John 
Adams  was  one  of  the  first  to  protest  against 
Congregationalism  in  national  government.  But 
he  saw  that  a  nation  would  need  constitutional 
unity  in  its  administrative,  legislative  and  ju- 
diciary departments,  rather  than  the  loose  primi- 
tive town  meeting;  method- 
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Doctrinally  and  governmentally,  Congrega- 
tionalism is  faulty  in  its  conception,  and  conse- 
quently in  its  ecclesiastical  construction  and 
working.  It  is  the  fruitful  mother  of  divisions 
in  American  Christianity.  It  has  too  many  cen- 
ters of  gravity. 

The  absolute  decrees  of  Calvinism,  based 
upon  the  impregnable  rock  of  divine  sovereignty 
left  no  standing  ground  for  man  to  exercise  his 
choice  in  the  determination  of  his  own  destiny. 
A  free  will  in  a  subject  could  not  be  tolerated 
in  a  system  of  provincial  absolutism. 

Were  they  not  God's  chosen  people?  Each 
little  group  in  its  locality  considered  itself  ab- 
solute within  its  parish,  and  to  it  God  had  given 
authority  to  organize  society  and  Church  to 
suit  its  own  convenience.  Each  selected  and 
hired  whom  it  pleased  for  its  teacher  and  pastor ; 
when  the  election  was  accepted  and  the  pastor 
installed,  he  was  settled  for  life,  and  regarded  as 
their  divinely  appointed  leader.  That  this  sin- 
gular system  was  a  cross  between  absolutism  and 
democracy  did  not  seem  to  have  entered  their 
minds. 
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PREPARATORY  WORK 

Revivals  were  unknown  in  Brookfield  until 
the  year  1742  when  the  Rev.  George  Whitefield, 
the  John  the  Baptist  of  Methodist  Itinerancy, 
swept  like  a  flaming  meteor  through  New  Eng- 
land.    His  stay  in  Brookfield  was  brief,  but  long 


WHITEFIELD  ROCK WHERE  THE  FIRST  METHODIST 

SERMON    WAS    PREACHED    IN    BROOKFIELD 

enough  to  seek  permission  of  the  reigning  mon- 
arch of  the  local  pulpit  to  preach,  and  to  receive 
a  courteous  refusal,  which  so  stirred  the  towns- 
people that  they  invited  him  to  tarry  over  night, 
and  at  dusk  he  mounted  a  rock  on  Foster  Hill, 
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near  the  Church,  where  he  dehvered  a  heart- 
searching  message,  which  was  followed  by  a 
revival  out  of  which  numbers  were  added  to  the 
Church. 

There  was  no  liberty  in  that  Church  for 
converts  to  express  their  new  found  joy.  Women 
especially  were  forbidden  to  take  any  public  part 
in  religious  services.  Prayer  meetings  were  un- 
known in  Brookfield  until  after  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  when  two  women  whose 
hearts  the  Lord  had  opened  under  Whitefield's 
ministry  in  Boston,  found  their  way  to  Brook- 
field.  These  women  were  wont  to  meet  in  each 
other's  houses  for  prayer  and  mutual  edification, 
since  such  privileges  were  not  in  accord  with  the 
rules  of  the  parish.  Mrs.  Abigail  Kent  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Crowell  often  consorted  with  them,  and 
there  Mrs.  Kent  obtained  evidence  of  God's 
favor.  The  united  prayers  of  these  women  were 
the  providential  preparations  for  Methodism  in 
Brookfield. 

When  the  Rev.  Freeborn  Garrettson,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  passed  through  Brookfield  during  the 
summer  of  1790  on  his  way  from  Hartford  to 
Worcester,  he  fervently  prayed  for  the  spiritual 
awakening  of  the  town. 
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APOSTOLIC  FOOTPRINTS 

As  far  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  the  first 
Methodist  itinerant  to  stop  in  Brookfield  was  the 
Rev.  Reuben  Hubbard,  whose  circuit  seems  to 
have  embraced  the  eastern  half  of  Connecticut 
and  the  western  half  of  Massachusetts.  He  was 
caught  in  a  thunder  storm  on  Ragged  Hill,  sit- 
uated in  the  northwesterly  section  of  the  present 
town  of  West  Brookfield.  He  stopped  for  shel- 
ter at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mary  CroweU,  of  whom 
he  asked  permission  to  bait  his  horse.  While 
the  thunder  rolled,  the  lightning  flashed,  and  the 
rain  descended,  he  entered  into  conversation  with 
the   woman. 

"Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Methodists?" 
asked  he. 

''No,"  answered  she,  ''Are  you  one?" 

"I  am." 

"What  do  you  preach?" 

"Salvation  through  Jesus   Christ." 

He  then  inquired  whether  she  would  open 
her  house  for  preaching  by  Methodist  ministers. 

She  hesitated,  and  questioned  the  propriety, 
as  the  Methodists  were  strangers  to  her,  and 
she  was  a  widow ;  she  feared  that  she  might  be 
imposed  upon,  and  would  in    such    a    case    be 
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severely  blamed  by  her  neighbors ;  but  she  sug- 
gested that  some  of  her  neighbors  might  con- 
sent, and  that  she  would  ascertain  and  would  let 
him  know,  if  he  would  call  again. 

After  his  departure  Mrs.  Crowell  consulted 
Mrs.  Kent,  who  was  anxious  for  the  conversion 
of  her  own  children,  and  she  entered  heartily 
into  the  arrangement.  A  place  was  secured  for 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Hubbard,  however,  did  not 
return,  but  gave  the  information  to  his  successor, 
the  Rev.  Elijah  Bachelor,  who  was  appointed 
to  the  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  circuit  at  the  confer- 
ence held  by  Bishop  Asbury  in  West  Granville, 
Sept.   18,   1798. 

On  his  way  to  the  new  charge  Mr.  Bachelor 
stopped  at  Mrs.  Crowell's  and  made  the  appoint- 
ment for  a  service  at  Mr.  Leonard's,  just  over 
the  Ware  boundary.  There  Mrs.  Kent,  Mrs. 
Crowell  and  a  few  others  gathered  and  heard 
their  first  Methodist  sermon  from  2  Cor.  5-20: 
''We  are  ambassadors  therefore  on  behalf  of 
Christ,  as  though  God  were  entreating  by  us; 
we  beseech  you  on  behalf  of  Christ,  be  ye  recon- 
ciled to  God." 

That  meeting  created  a  profound  impres- 
sion. Several  declared  that  they  had  never 
heard  such  preaching  before.     But  others  criti- 
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cised  the  preacher.  Some  thought  he  spoke  too 
slow  at ,  first,  too  fast  afterwards,  and  that  he 
was  altogether  too  loud.  But  Mrs.  Kent  de- 
clared that  it  was  excellent,  just  right.  She  not 
only  commended  the  sermon  to  her  neighbors, 
but  persuaded  them  to  come  and  hear  for  them- 
selves. 

Before  the  preacher  left  he  arranged  for 
another  meeting,  not  for  himself,  however,  but 
for  the  preacher  on  the  Tolland  Circuit,  which 
embraced  all  this  section  of  Massachusetts  and 
half  of  Connecticut.  From  that  time  on  Ragged 
Hill  was  a  regular  appointment,  first  on  that 
Circuit,  but  the  following  year  it  was  included 
in  the  Pomfret  Circuit,  with  which  it  remained 
for  several  years. 

Mrs.  Kent,  like  Hannah  of  old,  had  conse- 
crated her  first-born  to  the  Lord.  From  his 
birth  her  hopes  backed  by  her  constant  prayers 
were  that  she  might  not  only  see  him  in  the 
Church,  a  lively  member  thereof,  but  in  the 
ministry.  She  therefore  persuaded  him  to  come 
and  hear  the  second  sermon  of  the  Methodist 
minister,  which  he  did,  though  reluctantly,  to 
please  his  mother.  Of  that  sermon  he  has  left 
us  the  following  account : 

"The  door  opened  and  a  tall,  well-dressed 
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man  with  a  sharp  eye  and  a  solemn  countenance 
entered  the  room.  He  knelt  in  silent  prayer,  and 
there  vv^as  silence  in  the  room,  until  he  arose  and 
the  solemn  tones  of  his  voice  thrilled  our  hearts. 
He  sang  a  hymn  which  charmed  the  assembly. 
Then  to  our  astonishment  he  knelt  in  prayer,  and 
he  prayed  as  though  he  held  familiar  intercourse 
with  heaven.  His  text  was  Heb.  2,  3 :  'How 
shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation.* 
While  he  spoke  of  the  great  salvation  and  the 
neglectors  of  it  and  their  fearful  ruin,  I,  a  child 
of  many  prayers,  wept  and  resolved  to  seek  the 
salvation  of  my  soul." 

Asa  Kent  passed  through  many  mental  con- 
flicts under  a  steadily  deepening  conviction  every 
time  he  heard  the  itinerants  preach,  which  was 
once  in  three  weeks. 

At  a  quarterly  meeting  held  in  Brimfield, 
May  18,  1799,  he  heard  Presiding  Elder  Shad- 
rach  Bostwick  preach  from  Rom.  12,  2,  on  the 
''Transforming  Power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
While  listening  he  experienced  first  an  indescrib- 
able desire  for  such  a  transformation  and  the 
ability  to  cast  himself  on  Christ,  then  a  won- 
derful calm  filled  his  soul,  and  on  returning  to 
his  home  he  was  filled  with  praise  and  rejoicing. 

Joshua  Crowell,  a  young  neighbor  and  com- 
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panion,  was  at  the  same  time  deeply  impressed 
with  the  truths  which  had  sunk  into  his  heart. 
He  declared  that  though  he  had  lived  a  good 
moral  life,  yet  he  had  failed  to  live  a  godly  life, 
and  was  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  the  bonds 
of  iniquity.  His  secret  sins  were  brought  to  his 
remembrance,  and  he  saw  himself  in  a  perishing 
condition.  He  prayed,  read  the  Bible,  and  strug- 
gled for  a  time  under  deepest  conviction — until 
light  came  and  peace  filled  his  heart. 

These  conversions  were  the  first  fruit  at 
the  very  dawn  of  Methodism  in  the  Brookfields 
— Asa  Kent  and  Joshua  Crowell,  sons  of  the  two 
first  women  in  town  who  dared  to  open  their 
houses  to  the  Methodist  itinerants.  Both  these 
men  attained  to  eminence  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  ministry.  The  former  was 
one  of  the  greatest  of  the  early  presiding  elders. 
The  other  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham,  the  oldest  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  school  in  America. 

CLASS  MEETING 

The  new^  message  and  the  new  methods  of 
ministering  attracted  much  attention.  Many 
came  to  hear  the  new  doctrine.  Others  declared 
it  to  be  one  of  the  heresies  foretold  in  the  Bible, 
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and  that  the  object  of  the  promulgators  of  this 
new  rehgion  was  to  break  up  the  estabUshed 
churches.  They  affirmed  that  they  were  sent 
out  by  the  French  infidels  under  the  pretence  of 
religion  to  overthrow  all  religion.  Others  again 
asserted  that  the  ministers  were  a  set  of  idle 
fellows  too  lazy  to  work,  who  had  chosen  that 
easy  method  of  getting  a  living  out  of  the  people. 

The  parish  ministers  and  their  deacons  be- 
came greatly  alarmed  over  the.  rapid  progress  of 
the  Methodist  movement  and  publicly  warned 
the  people  to  beware  of  the  Arminian  heretics. 
Every  conceivable  prejudice  was  aroused,  scan- 
dalous stories  were  manufactured  to  order,  and 
almost  incredible  obstacles  were  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  advancing  itinerants.  Yet  the  work 
of  God  went  steadily  forward,  and  new  doors 
were  constantly  being  opened  to  the  Methodist 
preachers. 

At  a  conference  held  by  Bishop  Asbury  in 
New  York,  in  June,  1799,  Ragged  Hill,  Brook- 
field,  was  made  a  regular  appointment  on  the 
Pomfret  Circuit,  which  then  extended  from 
Pomfret,  Connecticut,  to  Dana,  Massachusetts, 
with  the  Rev.  William  Thatcher  preacher  in 
charge.  He  advised  young  Crowell  and  Kent  to 
commence  a  series  of  prayer  meetings  in  each 
other's  homes. 
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On  the  seventh  day  of  January,  1800,  Mr. 
Thatcher  organized  the  first-  MethDdist  class-in 
Brookfield,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  Asa, 
David  and  Polly  Kent,  Joshua  and  David  Crow- 
ell,  and  Hope  and  Elizabeth  Leonard ;  the  two 
last  named  lived  across  the  border  in  the  town 
of  Ware.  Joshua  Crowell  was  appointed  class 
leader.  January  28th  five  others  united  with 
the  class :  Seth  Eddy  and  Eunice  Eddy,  Darius 
and  Phoebe  Eaton  and  Daniel  Leonard.  The 
Leonard  family  later  were  among  the  founders 
of  the  Ware  Methodist  Church.  At  the  time  of 
the  organization  of  this  class  there  were  only  six 
other  Methodist  societies  in  Worcester  County. 

The  Methodist  prayer  meetings  attracted 
great  attention  and  were  well  sustained,  people 
coming  from  far  and  near  to  attend  them.  Among 
others,  Isaac  Bonney  of  Hardwick  came,  heard, 
was  convinced  and  soundly  converted,  joined  the 
class  and  afterward  became  a  noted  Methodist 
minister,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Zion's  Her- 
ald and  of  the  Wesleyan  Association. 

The  society,  though  young  and  small,  pos- 
sessed in  a  remarkable  degree  the  elements  of 
strength  and  efficiency,  sending  forth  a  number 
of  its  young  men  as  laborers  in  the  Master's 
Vineyard.     These  young  men  begun  by  holding 
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prayer  meetings  and  occasionally  going  around 
the  Circuit  with  the  preacher  in  charge,  assisting 
him  in  his  work  and  thus  qualifying  themselves 


TITUS   EDDY 

In    whose    barn    and   kitchen  on   Ragged  Hill,  Brook- 
field  Methodism  was    cradled. 

for  that  heroic  service  which  gave  them  endur- 
ing names  in  the  annals  of  Methodism. 

Jpshua-    Gre.well,    eleven    months   after  his 
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conversion,  was  licensed  to  preach,  at  a  quarter- 
ly conference  held  in  Ashburnham,   November, 


Gdd't) 


THE    EDDY    GOAT    OF   ARMS FIRST    USED   AT    CRAN- 

BROOK,    KENT   CO.,   ENGLAND,    1586 

1800.      He    vns     immediate-y    sent    as     junior 
preacher  on  the  Fremont  Circuit,  and  at  the  next 
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session  of  the  New  England  Conference,  held 
at  Lynn,  July  17,  he  was  received  on  trial.  Asa 
Kent  also  in  the  early  part  of  the  same  year 
was  licensed  to  exhort  and  sent  to  Weathersfield, 
Vt.,  Circuit  as  assistant  preacher,  and  in  1802 
he  joined  the  New  England  Conference.  Isaac 
Bonney  was  appointed  a  class  leader  in  1801, 
and  soon  after  received  his  license  to  preach 
and  later  joined  the  Conference  in  which  he  be- 
came a  prominent  standard  bearer.  In  1810 
this  Church  sent  forth  David  Crowell,  an  ardent, 
eloquent,  successful  messenger  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  but  he  was  early  gathered  to  the  fathers. 
Thus  in  the  first  decade  of  its  history  this  little 
hilltop  society  sent  forth  four  young  men,  gifted 
in  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  into  the  Gospel 
ministry. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  meetings 
were  held  in  the  house,  or  barn  of  Seth  Eddy, 
where  people  gathered  from  all  over  the  Cir- 
cuit, which  in  1805,  when  Joshua  Crowell  trav- 
elled the  Circuit,  included  the  following  appoint- 
ments :  Canterbury,  Killingsly,  Thompson, 
Pomf ret,  Ashford  and  Woodstock,  Connecticut ; 
Charlton,  Brimfield,  Brookfield,  Pelham  and 
Dana  in  Massachusetts ;  a  territory  sparsely  set- 
tled stretching  over  seventy-five  miles  north  and 
south. 
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Among  the  preachers  of  that  period  who 
were  accounted  great  we  find  mention  made  of 
WilHam  Thatcher,  Daniel  Ostrander,  Peter 
Hawkes,  Phineas  Peck,  John  Nichols,  Thomas 
Branch,  Joshua  Crowell,  Etenezer  Washburn, 
Isaac  Bonney,  Phillip  Munger,  Edward  Hodge 
and  Joseph  Ireson. 

As  illustrations  of  the  annoyances  to  which 
the  early  ministers  were  subjected,  Joshua  Crow- 
ell mentions  the  time  when  his  health  was  so 
precarious  that  he  was  obliged  to  rest  for  a  year ; 
he  hired  a  small  place  in  Ware  and  bought  a 
cow  to  help  him  eke  out  a  living,  but  as  he  had 
no  money  to  meet  the  parish  rate  for  the  support 
of  the  Orthodox  minister,  the  tithing  man  came 
and  took  his  only  cow  and  sold  her  at  public 
auction  to  satisfy  the  parish  minister's  claim  to 
his  salary.  On  another  occasion  an  Orthodox 
deacon  met  him  one  Sabbath  morning  on  the 
way  to  his  appointment,  took  hold  of  his  horse's 
bridle  and  ordered  him  to  return,  because  he  was 
breaking  the  Sabbath.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
Joshua  went  on  his  way  and  kept  his  appoint- 
ment.. Under  such  circumstances  it  required 
courage  for  any  one  to  ally  himself  with  the 
Methodists  ;  but  there  were  heroic  souls  that  did. 
The  quarterly  meetings  were  seasons  of  re- 
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freshing,  commencing  on  Saturday  with  preach- 
ing by  the  presiding  elder,  followed  by  quarterly 
conference,  then  preaching  and  prayer  meeting 
in  the  evening.  Sunday  morning  service  opened 
at  9  o'clock  with  a  love  feast,  then  preaching 
forenoon  and  afternoon,  closing  with  a  sacra- 
mental service  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  a 
prayer  and  altar  service  in  the  evening.  These 
seasons  were  of  great  interest  and  almost  in- 
variably attended  with  conversions. 

At  a  love  feast  held  in  Mr.  Eddy's  barn,  a 
"boy  hearing  the  shouting,  approached  and  peer- 
ing through  a  crevice  saw  them  clapping  their 
hands.  He  was  so  frightened  that  he  ran,  and 
seeing  others  going  to  the  meeting  he  warned 
them  and  said  that  the  Methodists  were  going 
crazy,  boxing  each  other  and  swearing  dread- 
fully, and  that  they  had  better  not  go  there.  That 
boy  afterwards  became  a  Methodist  preacher. 
At  a  meeting  held  in  Mr.  Eddy's  kitchen  the 
house  was  so  crowded  that  a  young  lad  crept 
into  the  brick  oven  and  while  there  was  con- 
victed, began  to  pray  and  found  mercy  and  par- 
don.    It  is  said  that  he  also  became  a  preacher. 

Among  the  early  preachers  converted  in  the 
Eddy  barn  were  Benjamin  R.  Hoyt,  Ethan  Ross, 
Asa  Barnes  arid  Loranus  Crowell.     These  men, 
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spiritually  cradled  in  a  manger,  bore  the  seal  of 
being  in  the  apostolic  succession.  The  apostolic 
spirit  was  truly  manifested  in  their  labors.  Hav- 
ing heard  the  Master's  command.  Go  ye,  Preach 
my  Gospel,  they  went  forth,  often  with  no  home 
but  their  saddle  bags  and  no  equipment  in  store 
but  what  that  saddle  bag  contained,  their  library 
consisting  of  a  Bible,  hymn  book  and  Discipline. 
They  swept  from  point  to  point  as  on  eagles' 
wings,  proclaiming  a  free  and  full  salvation  to 
every  one  that  believeth. 

Circuits  were  formed  where  no  societies  ex- 
isted, nor  even  a  place  to  preach,  save  as  the 
preachers  themselves  found  them,  in  barns, 
schoolhouses,  kitchens,  or,  more  frequently,  in 
God's  open-to-all  Temple.  The  preachers  heard 
the  call  of  God  and  stopped  not  to  confer  with 
flesh  and  blood,  nor  to  wait  for  college  degrees 
nor  seminary  equipment.  Yet  the  methods  of 
the  Fathers  reveal  as  careful  and  systematic 
training  for  the  young  men  under  the  guidance 
of  senior  preachers  as  their  circumstances  al- 
low^ed.  Was  there  not  a  divine  regularity  in  their 
apparent  irregularities  ?  They  preached  a  full 
salv-ation  from  sin  as  a  personal  heart  experience, 
the  privilege  of'  every  believer. 

The  appointments   for  the   Pomfret  Circuit 
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wherein  Ragged  Hill  was  included,  from  1799 
when  William  Thatcher  was  appointed,  were 
Daniel  Ostrander  1800,  succeeded  by  Phineas 
Peck,  John  Nichols,  John  Gove,  Thomas  Branch, 
Joshua  Crowell,  Elisha  Streeter,  Ebenezer  Wash- 
burn, Abner  Clark,  Isaac  Bonney  and  Theo- 
philus  Smith,  each  serving  for  one  year.  Several 
of  these  had  associates  in  the  pastorate,  juniors 
who  were  gaining  an  experience  while  being  on 
trial  in  the  conference,  and  occasionally  a  super- 
numerary was  appointed  as  assistant.  In  1812 
Phillip  Hunger  was  reappointed,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  Theophilus  Smith  served  his  second 
term  on  the  Circuit ;  1814  brought  Joel  Lynch, 
a  flaming  evangelist,  to  the  circuit,  under  whose 
pastorate  there  was  a  great  revival  and  many 
conversions  on  Ragged  Hill ;  but  while  the  faith- 
ful shepherd  was  tending  his  flock  in  the  other 
sections  of  his  large  field,  the  industrious  parish 
shepherd  gather  56  of  the  young  Methodist 
lambs  into  his  own  fold. 

In  1815,  T6,  T7,  Elias  Marble.  Edward 
Hyde  and  Jason  W^alker  successively  served  the 
charge.  In  1818  and  1819  the  preachers  in 
charge  were  Ebenezer  Blake  and  Benjamin  Sa- 
bin:  1820,  Amasa  Cowles,  1821  and  1822,  Joseph 
Ireson.     Many  of  these  men  were  on  fire  with 
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the  love  of  God  and  by  their  violence  of  love 
they  wrenched  perishing  souls  from  the  power 
of  darkness  and  translated  them  into  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

Methodism  in  its  very  inception  was  spirit 
and  life,  and  therefore  not  designed  to  be  a  sep- 
aratist movement,  but  rather  an  effort  to  unite 
the  children  of  God  in  faith  and  loving  service; 
but  such  a  union  could  nowhere  be  entered  into 
with  a  dead  formalism.  At  first  Methodist  con- 
verts here,  as  in  old  England,  were  not  wanted 
in  the  churches,  but  this  was  soon  changed  to 
strenuous  efforts  to  gather  Methodist  harvests 
into  the  old  garners,  and  Methodist-trained 
preachers  have  ever  been  held  at  a  premium  by 
the  prudential  committee. 

Circumstances  compelled  the  earlier  itin- 
erants to  use  iconoclastic  measures  and  to  deal 
unsparing  blows  against  the  strongly  entrenched 
and  intolerant  ecclesiastical  system  in  which  New 
England  was  then  held  with  a  vise-like  grip. 

It  is  true  that  earnest  Protestants  within 
the  Orthodox  fold  had  not  been  wanting,  and 
that  various  expedients  had  been  resorted  to  to 
alleviate  the  painful  harshness  of  the  system. 
Among  other  remedies,  the  Half-way  Covenant, 
by  which  the  non-elect  and  their  children  might 
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share  some  of  the  means  of  grace,  had  been 
tried  and  abandoned.  But  the  Rock  Calvinism 
was  thought  to  be  impregnable. 

Universalism  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  and 
Unitarianism  was  unborn  in  Brookfield.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Walsh,  in  his  excellent 
history  of  the  First  Parish  here,  there  is  no 
record  even  of  the  mention  of  Unitarianism  in 
town  prior  to  the  year  1824,  when  Methodism 
had  already  obtained  strong  positions  both  in  the 
extreme  northwest  and  southeast  sections  of  the 
town. 

Brookfield  had  already  been  dismembered 
by  the  incorporation  of  part  of  its  territory  into 
the  town  of  Warren.  The  Second  Parish  had 
become  the  town  of  North  Brookfield ;  and  the 
very  year  that  Methodism  began  its  heroic  strug- 
gle for  an  existence  on  Ragged  Hill  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Snell  entered  upon  his  long  pastorate 
at  the  Parish  Church  in  North  Brookfield.  The 
Rev.  Ephraim  W^ard  was  then  in  charge  of  the 
West  Brodkfield  parish,  and  the  Rev.  Micah 
Stone,  their  contemporary,  occupied  the  pulpit 
of  the  parish   church  at  Brookfield   Center. 

When  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  took  charge  of 
the  parish,  the  Church  membership  numbered 
74,  and  when  he  was  dismissed  it  had  fallen  to 
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49,  while  the  population  had  materially  increased. 
Thirty-seven  of  the  members  of  the  Church  then 
withdrew  to  form  the  new  Evangelical  Society. 
The  cause  of  the  decline,  as  Mr.  Stone  states  it, 
was  a  low  state  of  grace  in  the  Church.  He  in- 
forms us  that  when  he  entered  upon  the  pastor- 
ate here  there  was  not  a  member  of  the  Church 
that  would  lead  in  public  prayer  or  conduct  a 
service  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor.  He  evident- 
ly failed  to  strike  a  spiritual  chord,  while  the 
Baptists  at  the  East  and  the  Methodists  North 
and  South  were  reaping  spiritual  harvests.  The 
barren  field  was  waiting  for  the  Methodist  gospel 
plowshare  to  break  it  up. 

The  early  Methodist  itinerants  were  not  all 
saints,  nor  used  they  always  saintly  methods  in 
their  dealings  with  their  fellow  Christians.  Some 
of  those  early  Fathers  were  crude  and  exceed- 
ingly aggravating  to  the  well-trained  ministers 
of  the  standing  order,  and  they  seldom  failed 
to  take  any  possible  advantage  of  evident  weak- 
ness in  the  parish  clergy  or  their  stand-pat 
methods. 

THE  BROOKFIELD  CIRCUIT 

At  the  session  of  the   New   England   Con- 
ference  held   in    Providence,    R.    I.,   by   Bishop 
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George,  June,  1823,  Brookfield  was  made  a  Cir- 
cuit on  the  New  London  District,  and  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Jennison  was  appointed  preacher  in 
charge.  Brookfield  had  at  that  time  become 
thoroughly  permeated  with  the  Methodist 
leaven,  and  the  pastor  was  backed  by  a  strong 
Official  Board  and  a  godly  membership. 

During  the  summer  of  1823  the  courageous 
little  flock  erected  their  first  house  of  worship 
on  Ragged  Hill,  the  scene  of  their  earliest  labors. 
This  house  was  an  unpretentious  frame  building, 


RAGGED    HILL    CHURCH BUILT     1823 

40x32,  costing  only  $600,  and  was  dedicated  free 
of  debt  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Merrill,  presiding 
elder  of  the  New  London  district. 

Great  was  their  joy  when  they  saw  this  new 
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temple  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  Hving  God, 
as  there  was  no  other  Methodist  church  within 
twenty  miles  and  only  three  others  within  the 
bounds  of  Worcester  County,  located  respective- 
ly at  Ashburnham,  Winchendon  and  Milford. 

One  of  the  original  trustees  of  this  first 
Church  was  James  Hamilton,  who  resided  east 
of  the  Podunk  Pond.  It  is  said  that  he  was  wont 
to  walk  the  nine  miles  on  a  Sunday  morning  to 
Love  Feast,  without  breaking  his  fast,  and  stay 
through  the  three  services  of  the  day.  There 
were  others  from  that  district  as  faithful  and 
self-sacrificing  as  he. 

James  Hamilton  and  his  wife,  Lucy  Nichols 
Hamilton,  made  large  contributions  to  Metho- 
dism, most  notably  so  in  their  son,  the  Rev.  Jef- 
ferson Hamilton,  who  joined  the  New  England 
Conference  in  1831,  and  after  six  years  of  bril- 
liant service  in  his  home  Conference  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Mississippi  Conference.  There  he 
married  a  southern  lady  who  had  inherited 
slaves,  and  when  the  division  of  the  Church 
came  he  remained  in  the  South,  where  his  great 
popularity  was  attested  when  at  a.  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  he  lacked  but  a  few  votes  in  being  elected 
a  bishop.     His  sister,  Mary  Eliza,  who  married 
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Baxter  Henshaw,  was  not  only  devoted,  but  a 
great  exhorter,  who,  on  occasions,  would  follow 
her  pastor's  sermon  with  an  exhortation  that 
electrified  the  audience  and  sometimes  made  the 
hardest  hearts  melt. 


LEVY  HAMILTON,  SON  OF  JAMES  HAMILTON 

During  the  fall  of  1823  a  new  class  was 
organized  in  the  home  of  James  Hamilton  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  increasing  number  of 
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converts  in  the  Podunk  District.     His  barn  had 

long  been  used  as  an  occasional  preaching  place. 

The  names  of  the  members  of  that  class  of 

1823  are  James  Hamilton,  leader,  his  wife  Lucy 
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Hamilton,  Nathaniel  Smith  of  North  Brookfield, 
who  afterwards  became  a  local  preacher  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  North  Brookfield  Church, 
John  Aspinwall,  the  Town  Clerk,  and  Betsy  his 
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wife,  Polly  Abbott,  Ephraim  Cooley,  Roxanna 
Cooley  and  their  two  daughters  Sally  and  Martha 
Cooley,  David  Mathews,  Joseph  Heywood,  Sim- 
eon Daniels,  Charles  M.  Deland,  the  Town  Con- 
stable, Joseph  Kittridge,  Willard  Russell,  Ben 
Heywood,  Abigail  Olds,  Joel  Richards,  William 


MR.    JOHN    ASPINWALL 

Howard   and   Moses   Allen.     All  of  these  went 
before  the  Town  Clerk  in  1827  and  made  declar- 
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ations  of  having  become  affiliated  with  the 
Methodists,  and  therefore  no  longer  subject  to 
taxation  by  the  old  Parish  Church. 

In  1829  and  '30  a  number  of  others  made 
similar    declarations,    among    whom    were  Betsy 


MRS.    JOHN    ASPINWALL 

Carpenter,  Harry  Russell,  Barnard  Adams,  Skel- 
ter Felton,  William  F.  and  Alfred  A.  Jenks ;  also 
William     B.    Olds     and     J.   Warren   Olds,   his 
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brother,  who  were  among  the  earliest  converts. 
The  Olds  family  were  descendants  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  town;  their  ancestor,  Captain 
William  Olds,  was  one  of  the  eighteen  soldiers 
who  garrisoned  the  fort  on  Foster  Hill  at  the 
time  of  the  Indian  attack  during  King  Phillip's 
War.  Wm.  B.  Olds  became  a  Methodist  min- 
ister and  did  faithful  service  in  the  itinerancy 
as  a  member  of  the  New  England  Conference. 
His  brother  was  for  many  years  an  efficient 
class  leader  in  the  Church. 

Other  names  equally  worthy  of  mention, 
though  a  little  later  in  point  of  time,  are  the  Rev. 
Merritt  P.  Alderman,  an  able  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  who  received  his  license  to  preach  from 
this  Quarterly  Conference,  whose  ministry  was 
largely  spent  in  the  New  England  Southern  Con- 
ference ;  his  wife,  Lucy  Upham  Alderman,  and 
one  of  Brookfield's  fair  daughters,  was  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  same  Conference,  and 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  entire  New  Eng- 
land branch.  Her  elder  sister  Eveline  was  the 
devoted  wife  of  the  Rev.  William  Bemis  Olds. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Jennings'  second  year 
he  reported  ninety-five  members.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1825  by  the  Rev.  Joel  McKee,  and  he 
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in  1826  by  the  Rev.  Ira  Bidwell,  who  at  the  close 
of  the  Conference  year  reported  221  members. 
Brookfield  was  then  attached  to  the  Lynn  Dis- 
trict, but  the  year  following  it  was  placed  on 
the  Boston  District,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Jennings 
was  returned  to  the  charge  for  the  two  following 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  the  membership  had 
increased  to  297.  The  Rev.  H.  Mayo  served 
as  his  assistant. 

The  year  1827  registered  great  progress  on 
the  Brookfield  charge.  The  second  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  town  was  then  erected, 
similar  in  appearance  and  cost  to  the  one  on 
Ragged  Hill.  The  building  was  severely  plain 
in  appearance.  It  never  owned  a  coat  of  paint 
either  within  or  without.  It  had  no  vestibule, 
but  the  front  door  opened  directly  into  the  audi- 
ence room,  where  were  two  rows  of  plain 
benches.  The  row  on  the  left  was  exclusively 
for  the  women  and  smaller  children,  and  the 
one  on  the  right  for  the  men  and  boys.  Its  seat- 
ing capacity  was  200. 

The  location  of  that  building,  about  half 
way  between  the  present  Electric  Power  House 
and  the  Lake,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  road, 
may  seem  to  the  present  generation  to  have  been 
out  of  the  way,  but  it  was  then  quite  central : 
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in  that  immediate  vicinity  were  two  brick  yards ; 
a  number  of  Methodist  famiHes  resided  nearby, 
and  many  came  to  its  services  from  beyond  the 
pond  and  some  even  from  Sturbridge. 

When  the  Methodists  began  to  talk  about 
building  a  second  Methodist  Church  in  town 
they  met  with  fierce  opposition,  and  even  threats 
of  violence.  At  a  class  meeting  held  in  Mr. 
Ephraim  Cooley's  home,  a  rifle  ball  was  fired 
through  the  open  window ;  the  ball  barely  miss- 
ing Mr.  Cooley,  the  leader,  struck  the  leg  of  the 
table  in  front  of  him  and  took  out  a  big  splinter, 
then  deflecting  passed  close  over  the  head  of  a 
woman  ill  on  the  bed.  Three  men  who  had  pre- 
viously threatened  the  Methodists  were  seen  run- 
ning towards  the  woods. 

The  table  with  the  bullet  mark  in  it  was 
presented  to  the  Church  by  Mrs.  Martha  Cooley 
Johnson,  one  of  the  daughters  who  was  present 
when  the  shot  was  fired,  and  it  now  stands  in 
the  vestry  of  the  Brookfield  Church,  a  memento 
of  darker  days. 

These  were  troublous  times  for  all  who  were 
religiously  inclined  in  Brookfield.  In  January, 
1827,  the  First  Parish  by  a  vote,  forty-one  yeas 
to  twenty-five  nays,  requested  the  resignation  of 
the  Rev.   Micah  Stone,  their  pastor.     This  was 
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the  culmination  of  the  trouble  in  the  First 
Parish,  which  led  to  the  call  of  the  Rev.  George 
R.  Noyes,  a  pronounced  Unitarian,  to  its  pas- 
torate, which  left  no  alternative  to  the  loyal  dis- 
ciples of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  but  an  absolute 
surrender  of  their  faith,  or  a  withdrawal  from 
the  parish,  and  so  Z7  out  of  the  total  49  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  withdrew,  leaving  the  Parish 
in  possession  of  the  property. 

The  members  of  the  Church  who  held  the 
Calvinistic  faith  began  immediately  to  hold  ser- 
vices in  various  places,  until  they  succeeded  in 
renting  an  attic  in  a  hall  where  they  continued 
to  hold  their  meetings  until  their  Church  build- 
ing was  completed  and  dedicated  August,  1828, 
eleven  months  later  than  the  dedication  of  the 
second  Methodist  Episcopal   Church  in  town. 

The  spirit  of  Mr.  Stone  and  his  attitude 
towards  the  Methodists  w^ere  shown  in  his  semi- 
centennial sermon,  preached  as  late  as  March  11, 
1851,  in  which  he  asserts  that  when  he  was  set- 
tled in  the  pastorate  of  the  Parish  there  was  no 
other  denomination  of  professing  Christians 
within  the  Parish  bounds,  except  a  small  Baptist 
Society  in  East  Brookfield. 

Between  the  years  1828  and  1830  there  were 
published  on  the  press  of  Merriam  in  Brookfield 
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a  series  of  "Letters  On  Methodism"  of  a  TOOSt 
vicious  character.  The  names  of  the  writers 
were  withheld,  but  the  letters  were  diligently 
circulated  by  the  settled  pastors  of  the  three 
Brookfield  parishes.  In  T831,  by  a  vote  of  the 
New  England  Conference,  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Merritt  was  appointed  to  reply  to  their  malicious 
charges,  which  he  did  as  unsparingly  as  their 
assaults  were  malevolent. 

The  relation  of  Unitarianism  to  Methodism 
it  is  difficult  to  state  correctly,  for  though  both 
are  antagonistic  to  the  old  Calvinistic  order,  yet 
they  have  little  else  in  common,  the  two  systems, 
theologically  and  governmentally,  being  very  far 
apart.  Yet  there  is  some  connection.  Unitarian- 
ism is  very  largely  the  result  of  the  iconoclastic 
blows  delivered  by  the  early  Methodist  itinerants 
against  the  Calvinism  of  that  age,  compelling 
many  intellectual  lights  to  recognize  the  utter  un- 
tenableness  of  the  Calvinistic  position.  But  they 
refused  to  submit  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
their  personal  Saviour,  and  swung  back  to  the 
Half-way  Cdvenant,  which  Calvinism  had  then 
long  since  abandoned  ;  tHere  tTiey  took  their  posi- 
tion on  Natural  Rights  and  a  pure  humanitar- 
ianism,  rejecting  the  deity  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
his  atonement.     Ever  since  they  have  been  going 


44 


about  trying  to  establish  their  own  righteousness 
and  to  build  character  without  a  foundation  on 
the  Rock  of  Ages. 

During  the  Conference  year,  1829,  the  Rev. 
Erastus  Otis  and  Isaac  Stoddard  served  the 
charge.  The  following  year  four  men  travelled 
the  Circuit,  F.  W.  Size,  Geo.  Sutherland,  Isaac 
Stoddard  and  Dexter  S.  King.  This  made  the 
sixth  and  last  year  that  the  beloved  Isaac  Stod- 
dard ministered  to  this  people,  the  longest  that 
any  pastor  has  served  this  Church.  He  was 
greatly  beloved  by  the  people  and  one  of  its  most 
efficient  pastors.  In  1831  the  Rev.  Knock  Brad- 
ley and  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Newell  were  appointed ; 
the  latter  was  a  native  of  Brookfield  who  had 
spent  many  years  in  the  itinerancy  in  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and  returned 
broken  in  health  to  seek  rest  amidst  his  child- 
hood surroundings.  He  was  induced  to  take  the 
junior  place  on  the  Circuit.  In  his  memoirs  he 
records  that  he  found  the  spirit  of  true  piety 
burning  in  this  Church.  He  also  mentions  that 
at  West  Brookfield  the  melting  power  of  God 
was  felt,  as  old  and  young  knelt  at  the  altar,  and 
that  many  were  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God. 

In    1832    the    name    of    the    Circuit     was 
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changed  to  the  Brookfield  and  Leicester  Circuit 
on  the  Providence  District,  which  Circuit  includ- 
ed Brookfield,  North  Brookfield,  Spencer,  South 
Leicester  and  Worcester.  The  preacher  in  charge 


THE    REV.    EBENEZER    F.     NEWELL 

was  Samuel  Davis,  assisted  by  E.  F.  Newell,  and 
the  membership  of  the  Circuit  reached  394,  its 
highest  mark.  The  following  year  Mr.  Davrs 
had  for  his  associate  the  Rev.  W.  WoUcott,  and 
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as  the  Circuit  had  been  much  reduced  in  size, 
the  membership  dropped  to  210.  The  next  year 
all  the  adjoining  appointments  were  taken  away 
from  the  Brookfield  Circuit,  which  the  Rev.  O. 
Robbins  served  as  pastor,  and  the  membership 
was  then  reduced  to  75,  all  members  of  the  local 
Church. 

In  1836  the  Circuit  was  again  enlarged,  as 
the  name  Brookfield,  Leicester  and  Ware  Cir- 
cuit implies,  on  the  Springfield  District ;  and  in 
1837  it  was  called  the  Brookfield  and  Ware  Cir- 
cuit, with  the  saintly  William  Gordon,  whose 
portrait  now  adorns  the  vestry  of  the  Brookfield 
Church,  as  preacher  in  charge.  Under  his  min- 
istry there  was  a  notable  revival  at  W^est  Brook- 
field. It  was  then  that  Samuel  Lamberton  re- 
ceived his  license  to  preach.  The  Rev.  Amasa 
Taylor  was  his  successor,  and  he  was  followed 
by  the  Rev.  James  Shepard,  "The  Soul  Win- 
ner," who  was  assisted  by  E.  F.  Newell,  then  a 
superannuate. 

With  this  period  the  Circuit  system  seems 
to  close.  As  the  several  societies  grew,  each  de- 
manded a  resident  pastor,  and  insisted  that  his 
full  time  should  be  given  to  the  local  society.  At 
North  Brookfield,  with  a  membership  of  only 
thirty-four,   and   the   most  meagre   financial   re- 


47 


sources,  they  demanded  and  received  a  pastor 
in  1834,  and  have  struggled  on  as  an  independent 
Church  ever  since.  This  tendency  to  return  to 
CongregationaHsm  has  been  a  costly  one  to  the 
pastors  and  to  the  churches  alike,  as  they  have 
been  compelled  to  devote  too  much  time  to  the 
department  of  finance,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
spiritual  life,  without  which  Methodism  is  of 
no  higher  value  to  a  community  than  any  other 
ism.  The  years  immediately  following  marked 
no  great  advance  in  these  churches,  though  the 
Brookfield  charge  was  certainly  served  by  able 
and  faithful  ministers,  such  as  Amasa  Taylor, 
James  Shepard,  William  Clapp,  Thomas  H. 
Mudge  and  Nathaniel  J.  Merrill. 

The  early  Methodist  itinerants  were  men  of 
prophetic  vision,  fearless  advocates  of  human 
liberty  and  the  abolition  of  chattel  slavery.  They 
were  the  vanguard  in  the  ranks  of  total  absti- 
nence from  intoxicating  liquors.  These  reforms 
were  boldly  withstood  by  the  Standing  Order  of 
the  Brookfields.  But  the  people  appreciated  the 
holy  daring  of  the  evangelism  that  proclaimed 
liberty  to  all  the  oppressed.  The  Unitarian 
minister  and  people  here  readily  joined  hands 
with  their  Methodist  brethren,  in  what  was  so 
distinctly  a  humanitarian  movement.     And  along 
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social  and  humanitarian  lines  these-two  churches 
have  ever  since  co-operated  with  each  other. 

THE  CHURCH  MOVED  TO  THE 
CENTER 

The  thurch  building  on  the  plain  had  grown 
old  and  was  seriously  out  of  repairs.  It  was 
the  beginning  of  the  period  of  centralization. 
The  trustees  of  the  Church,  John  Aspinwall,  the 
Rev.  E.  F.  Newell,  William  B.  Hastings,  Adrian 
Hibbard  and  Washington  Walker,  were  far- 
sighted,  men  of  faith  and  of  action;  therefore 
with  the  advice  of  the  Church  they  disposed  of 
the  old  Church  property  and  secured  a  lot  in  the 
center  of  the  village. 

The  appointment  of  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Weeks  to  the  Brookfield  charge,  August,  1845, 
was  a  happy  one  for  the  Church,  for  under  his 
vigorous  administration  a  new  Church  was  erect- 
ed, where  now  stands  the  Town  Hall.  The  seat- 
ing capacity  was  about  250  and  the  cost  of  the 
building  $2000.  It  was  dedicated  in  the  autumn 
of  1847  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Dorchester,  pre- 
siding elder. 

Under  Mr.  Weeks'  faithful  pastoral  work 
Mr.  Proctor  Nichols  and  family  were  brought 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church,  a  most  valu- 
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An  honored  trustee  in  the  three  Brookfield  Methodist 

Churches. 
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able  addition,  contributing  two  honored  sons  to 
the  Methodist  ministry,  the  Rev.  Alpheus  R. 
Nichols,  now  living  in  an  active  and  most  help- 


REV.   ALPHEUS  R.    NICHOLS,  A..    M. 

ful  retirement  in  our  midst,  and  the  Rev.  Fay- 
ette Nichols,  his  brother. 

A  succession  of  good  and  true  men  minis- 
tered at  the  altar  of  this  Church.  The  Rev.  J. 
W.  Lewis  followed  Weeks  and  served  two  years. 
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In  1849  the  Rev.  Moses  P.  Webster,  a  recog- 
nized scholar  and  an  able  preacher,  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  charge,  his  pastorate  of  only  one  year 
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being  a  fruitful  one.     Nine  baptisms  are  record- 
ed by  him,  two  by  immersion  in  the  lake  and 
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seven  by  sprinkling.  The  Rev.  Alpheus  R.  Nich- 
ols was  received  into  the  Church  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster. While  here  he  was  bereaved  in  the  loss  of 
his  devoted  and  accomplished  wife. 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Winslow  succeeded  Mr. 
Webster  in  the  pastorate  April,  1850,  and  re- 
mained two  years,  during  which  time  he  bap- 
tized eighteen  converts,  nine  by  immersion  and 
nine  by  sprinkling,  all  at  the  lakeside.  Under 
his  administration  the  Church  enjoyed  a  healthy 
and  steady  growth.  But  his  sweetly  restless 
spirit  sought  other  worlds  to  conquer,  and  so 
he  conducted  revival  services,  first  at  West 
Brookfield  and  later  at  West  Warren,  which  led 
to  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  churches 
at  West  Brookfield,  Warren  and  West  Warren. 
In  1852  he  was  appointed  to  the  newly  organized 
West  Brookfield  charge,  the  withdrawal  of 
which  from  the  Brookfield  Church  greatly  weak- 
ened the  latter. 

From  1852  to  1854  Brookfield  was  served 
by  the  Rev.  Increase  B.  Bigelow,  a  godly  man, 
under  whose  wise  administration  the  Church 
prospered  and  made  considerable  advance.  The 
following  year  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Esty  served  the 
Church.  His  popularity  was  in  evidence  at  the 
town    meeting,    where    he    was    elected  on  the 
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School  Committee,  the  first  Methodist .  minister 
in  Brookfield  to  be  thus  honored.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Morgan,  a  son  of  thun- 
der and  of  an  altogether  different  type  from  his 
predecessor. 

The  Conference  of  1856  caused  quite  a 
commotion  in  Brookfield,  when  it  was  learned 
that  the  Rev.  Horace  Moulton  was  appointed  to 
this  charge,  as  he  was  familiarly  known  here 
from  his  former  appointment  on  Ragged  Hill, 
as  the  Broad  Axe,  the  Breaking  Up  Plow,  and 
the  Sledge  Hammer.  His  radicalism  and  eccen- 
tricities were  quite  offensive  to  this  very  con- 
servative Church  and  they  refused  to  receive 
him  until  after  they  had  consulted  the  Church 
authorities,  when  they  consented  to  his  remain- 
ing here  through  the  Conference  year.  He  in- 
augurated a  series  of  camp  meetings  at  East 
Brookfield  which  helped  to  revive  the  growing 
interests  in  that  section.  But  the  Church  at  the 
center  was  seriously  weakened  by  the  estrange- 
ment between  tlie  pastor  and  people. 

East  Brookfield  had  asked  for  a  pastor  in 
1855  and  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Flagg  had  received  the 
appointment  as  their  first  preacher  in  charge. 
That  village  was  then  a  flourishing  manufactur- 
ing center  with  many  active  Methodist  families 
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in  it,  and  a  Church  was  organized,  which  five 
years  later  had  62  members  with  80  scholars  in 
the  Sunday  school.  The  services  were  held  in  a 
hall  and  were  well  sustained,  as  long  as  John 
Conant  and  Wyman  Nichols,  the  two  pillars  in 
the  Church  remained,  but  immediately  after 
their  decease  in  1859  the  enterprise  began  to 
wane,  and  a  year  later  it  ceased  to  exist.  That 
Church  was  served  by  such  faithful  ministers  as 
John  Cromack,  John  Noon,  F.  T.  Abbott,  Chas. 
H.  Vinton  and  M.  R.  Barney.  From  the  first 
there  was  no  promise  of  real  permanency,  and 
the  movement  was  thought  by  many  to  have 
been  ill  advised,  especially  as  there  was  a  Bap- 
tist Church  with  more  than  a  half  century  of 
history  behind  it,  fully  covering  the  Evangelical 
needs  of  the  community.  The  Methodists  there- 
fore wisely  withdrew,  leaving  that  field  in  charge 
of  their  Baptist  brethren. 

In  1858  the  appointment  read  East  Brook- 
field  and  Brookfield,  with  the  Rev.  F.  T.  Abbott 
preacher  in  charge.  As  the  East  village  was 
then  the  most  numerous  part  of  the  charge,  the 
pastor  took  up  his  residence  there,  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  services  were  held  in  the 
Church  during  that  year,  nor  the  following.  All 
the  efforts  of  the  pastor  seem     to     have     been 
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directed  towards  building  up  the  Church  at  East 
Brookfield. 

When  i\lpheus  R.  Nichols,  then  at  college, 
came  home  for  his  summer  vacation  in  1859,  his 
spirit  was  stirred  as  he  saw  his  home  Church 
closed,  and  no  apparent  efforts  made  to  reopen 
it.  First  he  approached  some  of  the  stewards, 
but  they  appeared  to  be  hopeless  and  helpless, 
then  he  went  to  two  of  the  ladies  of  the  Church, 
and  they  urged  him  to  start  a  subscription  paper 
to  see  what  could  be  raised  for  the  support  of 
a  pastor.  Mrs.  Ruth  Barrett  headed  the  subscrip- 
tion by  a  pledge  of  fifty  dollars,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Stowell  followed  with  another  fifty,  and  in  a  short 
time  he  had  $350  subscribed.  Mrs.  Barrett  then 
advised  him  to  go  to  the  presiding  elder,  Jeffer- 
son Hascall,  and  plead  their  cause  with  him,  which 
he  did  so  successfully  that  he  secured  B.  F. 
Reeve,  a  graduate  of  the  Theological  School  at 
Concord,  N.  H.,  to  supply  the  pulpit  to  the  end 
of  the  year.  He  was  succeeded  in  1860  by  the 
Rev.  C.  S.  McReading  Jr.,  and  he  the  year  fol- 
lowing by  Chas.  Miller  for  one  year. 

The  Conference  years  of  1862  and  '63  wit- 
nessed a  turn  in  the  tide  which  had  so  long  been 
ebbing.  Under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Charles 
H.  Sewell  a  substantial  advance  was  made.    The 
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shoe  business  of  the  town  was  then  flourishing, 
money  was  easy,  and  the  people  were  hopeful. 
Even  though  the  Church  building  was  sadly  in 
need  of  repairs,  its  capacity  was  taxed  to  its 
limit  by  the  steadily  increasing  congregations. 

THE  LORD  WAS  IN  THE  WHIRL- 
WIND 

The  appointment  of  the  Rev.  John  C.  Smith 
to  Brookfield  at  the  Conference  of  1864  was  a 
sore  disappointment  to  him.  The  salary  was 
only  $450,  and  no  parsonage.  But  John  C,  hav- 
ing grit  and  grace  enough  to  keep  his  disap- 
pointment sealed  up  in  his  own  bosom,  deter- 
mined to  give  the  people  the  best  service  there 
was  in  him.  His  singing  attracted  attention,  his 
straightforward  gospel  message  moved  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  His  good  common  sense  in  his 
every-day  contact  and  pastoral  visitations  was 
appreciated,  and  his  strong  personality  drew  the 
people  to  the  House  of  Prayer  until  the  capacity 
of  the  old  Church  became  overtaxed. 

The  Official  Board  saw  the  need  of  better 
Church  accommodations,  and  after  due  delibera- 
tions, they  decided  to  raise  the  building  and  put 
a  vestry  under  it,  also  to  widen  and  lengthen  it 
so   as   to    increase    its     seating    capacity.     The 
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Church  had  just  been  raised  to  the  desired  height 
on  Sept.  25th,  1864,  when  a  tornado  struck  it 
and  completely  demolished  it.  The  people  stood 
amazed   and   were   discouraged   in   the  presence 


REV.    JOHN    C.    SMITH 

of  the  wreck.  But  when  the  news  of  the  disas- 
ter reached  the  pastor  he  calmly  remarked,  ''The 
Lord  was  in  that  whirlwind."  Plans  were  im- 
mediately made  for  a  new  building,  on  the  cor- 
ner  of    Main   and   River   streets,   the   result    of 
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which  was  the  present  beautiful  and  commodious 
House  of  Worship,  costing  approximately 
$15,000. 

The  building  of  such  a  large  and  modern 
Church  was  a  heroic  undertaking,  but  the  peo- 
ple sacrificed  and  gave  generously.  Mr.  Wm.  B. 
Hastings,  one  of  the  trustees,  a  man  of  but 
limited  means,  pledged  one  hundred  dollars  a 
year  until  the  building  should  be  paid  for.  Many 
unforeseen  difficulties  were  encountered,  among 
them  a  strike  of  the  carpenters  for  higher  pay, 
$3.50  per  day,  which  was  granted.  On  January 
28th,  1866,  the  vestry  was  occupied,  and  on 
April  lltli  the  audience  room  was  dedicated. 
Ihe  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  Woods  preached  the 
sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Dorchester,  the 
presiding   elder,    offered   the    dedicatory   prayer. 

AA'hen  the  old  Church  was  destroyed  the 
Evangelical  Congregational  Society,  through  its 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joshua  Coit,  extended  a 
cordial  invitation  to  the  Methodists  to  worship 
with  them,  which  invitation  was  gladly  accepted. 
As  there  were  then  morning  and  afternoon  ser- 
vices, the  two  pastors  alternated  in  the  services, 
to  the  edification  of  both  congregations.  That 
courtesy  and  good  will  has  been  maintained  and 
strengthened  through  the  years. 
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The  third  and  last  year  of  Mr.  Smith's  pas- 
torate he  received  $1150  salary,  the  highest  this 
Church  has  ever,  paid.  He  left  79  members  in 
full  and  46  on  probation.    Mr.  Anson  P.  Goodell 
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became  an  official  member  of  the  Church  dur- 
ing this  pastorate,  a  relation  which  he  has  held 
with  honor  ever  since.  He  is  now  the  only  re- 
maining officer  of  that  period. 
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The  Rev.  C.  H.  Newell  was  preacher  in 
charge  during  the  years  1867-'69.  He  main- 
tained the  prestige  established  by  his  predecessor 
and  during  his  second  year  the  present  parson- 
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age  was  built.  Then  as  now  the  women  labored 
faithfully  for  the  advancement  of  every  interest 
of  the  Church.  Three  elect  ladies  are  worthy 
of  special  mention  in  connection  with  the  build- 
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ing  of  the  Church  and  Parsonage,  Mrs.  John 
Aspinwall,  Mrs.  Oscar  R.  Sessions,  and  Miss 
Mary  A.  Kimball. 

The  Rev.  R.  H.  Howard,  scholarly  and  re- 
fined, wielding  a  facile  pen,  filled  the  pulpit  from 
1869  to  1872.  Mrs.  Howard,  an  artist,  taught 
in  the  high  school,  and  left  a  specimen  of  her 
art  in  the  Parsonage,  a  beautiful  sketch  of  the 
Church  and  Parsonage. 

The  Conference  of  1872  sent  the  Rev.  Dan- 
iel Waite  to  this  charge.  He  spent  three  labori- 
ous and  fruitful  years  here,  and  was  followed 
for  one  year  by  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Hanaford,  and 
he  in  1876  by  the  Rev.  Franklin  G.  Morris,  a 
strong  preacher,  who  served  the  Church  three 
years.  Under  his  ministry  the  membership 
reached  in  1876,  135  members  in  full  and  12  on 
probation,  which  is  the  highest  point  in  its  his- 
tory. The  Sunday  School  then  numbered  140 
scholars  and  27  officers  and  teachers.  The 
preacher's  salary  was  $1100  and  parsonage. 
Brookfield  was  then-  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  rural  appointments  on  the  district.  Since 
then  there  has  been  a  gradual  decline,  which  has 
only  been  stemmed  occasionally  and  temporarily 
by  one  or  two  pastors  who  have  remained  long 
enough  to  get  the  situation  under  control. 
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During  the  Conference  years  1879-1881  the 
Church  enjoyed  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  R. 
Cushing.  a  sweet  Gospel  singer.  And  in  1881 
they  were  cheered  by  the  reappointment  of    a 


REV.    DANIEL    WAITE 


former  very  popular  pastor,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
\^'aite,  who  served  two  full  years,  and  was  re- 
appointed for  the  third  year,  but  he  was  taken 
ill  at  Conference,  came  home  and  lingered  less 
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than  two  weeks  when  his  spirit  was  called  to 
the  home  above.  He  was  mourned  not  only  by 
those  of  his  own  communion  whom  he  had  so 
zealously  served,  but  by  the  entire  community. 
His  earthly  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  to  which  he  had  followed  so  many  of 
his  flock  with  words  of  consolation  and  hope  to 
the  mourners. 

The  Rev.  Justin  S.  Barrows,  a  resident  re- 
tired minister,  filled  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr. 
Waite,  and  in  1864  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
James  F.  Mears  for  one  year.  He  was  followed 
by  the  Rev.  John  Capen  from  1885  to  1887. 
During  his  pastorate  three  days'  union  revival 
meetings  were  held  by  Dwight  L.  Aloody  in  the 
town  hall. 

Through  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Brewster  a  bequest  of  $1250  came  to  the  Church, 
which  was  used  toward  cancelling  the  debt  on 
the  Parsonage,  frescoing  the  interior  of  the 
Church,  and  procuring  the  new  pipe  organ.  The 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  also  carpeted  the  Church, 
and  a  rededicatory  service  was  conducted  March 
16,  1868,  at  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Whit- 
taker  preached  the  sermon. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Noon  served  the 
charge  during  1887  and  1888,  when  Judge  Henry 
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E.  Cottle,  then  a  young  lawyer,  cast  in  his  lot 
with  this  Church.  In  1889  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Gor- 
don, a  son  of  a  former  pastor,  entered  the  min- 
istry and  received  his  first  appointment  to  this 


MARY     A.     KIMBALL    BREWSTER 

Church.  In  1890  the  Rev.  William  D.  Bridge 
was  pastor,  and  at  his  suggestion  the  Church  en- 
gaged Mrs.  Ledger  of  Lynn  to  conduct  a  series 
of  revival  meetings,  and  later  in  the  year  Phillip 
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Phillips,  the  singing  Evangelist,  came  and  car- 
ried on  a  three  days'  union  evangelistic  service 
at  the  town  hall.  There  were  no  additions  to 
this  Church  as  the  result  of  these  two  cam- 
paigns. 

The  year  1891  brought  business  depression, 
resulting  in  many  families  leaving  the  town  and 
great  destitution  and  suffering  among  some  that 
remained.  La  grippe  also  raged  during  that  win- 
ter. The  finances  of  the  Church  were  low,  and 
as  the  membership  had  dwindled  down  to  60 
the  outlook  was  discouraging  to  the  Rev.  A.  J. 
Hall,   the  pastor. 

In  1892  the  Rev.  N.  M.  Caton  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  pastorate.  He  served  the  Church  ac- 
ceptably for  three  years.  The  membership  in- 
creased under  his  ministration,  and  he  left  the 
charge  better  than  he  found  it.  From  1895  to 
1898  the  Rev.  John  R.  Chaffee  labored  faithfully 
among  this  people.  It  was  his  first  appointment ; 
he  made  good,  and  greatly  endeared  himself 
to  all. 

The  pastors  during  these  later  years  have 
been  James  Sutherland,  C.  W.  Delano  and  J.  H. 
Stoney,  one  year  each ;  Ora  S.  Gray,  the  brilliant 
orator  but  unskilled  pastor,  from  1901  to  1902; 
C.  F.  Skillings,  1903.     There  were  several  sup- 
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plies  during  1904.  E.  M.  Lewis  supplied  from 
December,  1904,  to  February,  1906,  J.  D.  Leach, 
E.  M.  Rollins  and  Henry  E.  Leech  one  year  each. 
Harry  G.  Butler  served  in  1910  and  1911,  when 


REV.    EMANUEL    C.     CHARLTON,    PH.  D. 

the  Church  reached  its  lowest  point  in  member- 
ship during  the"  past  half  century,  with  only 
53  members  in  full  and  7  on  probation.  Emanuel 
C.  Charlton,  is  the  present  pastor. 
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That  the  Methodist  churches  in  the  three 
Brookfields  are  not  as  strong  as  they  once  were 
is  plainly  evident,  but  to  determine  the  cause  or 
causes  of  their  decline  maA^  not  be  an  easy  mat- 


MRS.    BELLE    M.    CHARLTON 

ter;  yet  some  facts  are  written  large  enough  for 
whosoever  Vvnll  to  read. 

The  loss   of   the   shoe  business   and  conse- 
quent removal  of  many  staunch  Methodist  me- 


69 


chanics  and  their  families  from  town  was  a 
prime  factor ;  too  many  short  pastorates  another. 
The  genuine  minister  wears  well,  and  to  do  his 
best  he  needs  to  be  built  into  the  very  framework 
of  the  community,  but  that  requires  time.  There 
has  been  a  notable  lack  of  aggressiveness  on  the 
part  of  pastors  and  people,  compared  with  earlier 
days,  also  a  toning  down  of  the  glad  Methodist 
Evangel  from  its  loftier  notes  of  heart  purity 
and  holiness  in  life,  to  suit  the  worldly  minded, 
which  has  led  to  too  much  coyping  of  the  world 
and  the  fashions  thereof,  resulting  in  the  loss 
of  life,  real  high  life,  the  Life  of  the  Spirit.  The 
inevitable  consequence  appears .  in  the  loss  of 
confidence  by  the  people  in  the  Church. 

The  remedy  is  already  suggested  in  the  con- 
fession of  failure.  Here  are  yet  more  people 
untouched  by  the  Gospel  than  the  ablest  pastor 
is  likely  to  reach,  or  even  all  the  seven  pastors. 
For  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  wnth  a  population 
of  2100,  there  are  now  seven  organized  churches, 
yet  a  too  large  proportion  of  the  populace  are 
non-churchgoers.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  here  an  opportunity  to  rise  high 
above  its  best  past.  But  that  will  demand  life, 
and  truth;  high  life  lived  in  the  spirit;  life  pro- 
claiming truth.     A  ministry  walking  with  God, 
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forgetting  self,  sacrificing  self  to  win  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  this  people  of  God,  for  holy  service, 
and  for  the  life  eternal.  It  can  be  done.  It 
must  be  done. 

MY  PRAYER 

O,  Master!    I  would  heed  Thy  voice. 

My  Saviour!    I  would  follow  Thee. 

May  I  so  feed  Thy  little  lambs, 

So  tend  Thy  sheep  throughout  my  day, 

That,  shepherded  at  last  by  Thee, 

At  home  with  Thee,  my  home  may  be. 

A  REVIEW 

The  faithful  testimony  of  an  itinerant  dur- 
ing the  thunder  storm  on  Ragged  Hill  in  1798 
was  good  seed  sown  in  rich  soil,  and  it  has  borne 
an  abundant  harvest.  The  humble  sanctuaries 
erected  on  the  same  hill  in  1823,  and  the  other 
on  the  Podunk  plain  four  years  later,  were 
scenes  of  many  great  victories ;  there  Bishop 
Hedding,  Geo.  Pickering,  Orange  Scott,  Wilbur 
Fisk  and  other  worthies  of  that  heroic  age 
hurled  their  thunderbolts  of  fiery  eloquence 
against  worldliness  and  sin  of  every  form.  There, 
at  those  crude  altars,  were  recorded  conversions 
that  have  touched  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
world  and  every  race  of  mortals  on  earth.  There 


slumbering  intellects  were  awakened  and  hearts 
inspired,  whose  voices  have  gone  out  into  all 
the  world,  to  arouse,  to  cheer,  to  strengthen  and 
to  lift  up  humanity. 

The  little  despised  flock  gathered  on  that 
remote  hilltop  in  the  autumn  of  1798  has  be- 
come an  integral  and  very  virile  part  of  the  body 
of  the  Church  in  the  community.  Six  Methodist 
churches  are  now  represented  on  the  territory 
from  which  the  first  little  flock  were  gathered. 
These  are  at  Ware,  Brookfield,  North  Brook- 
field,  W^est  Brookfield,  Warren  and  West  War- 
ren, with  an  aggregate  membership,  including 
probationers,  of  526.  The  Church  and  Parson- 
age property  is  valued  at  $68,000.  They  pay 
annually  for  ministerial  support  S4,450,  besides 
current  expenses  and  the  various  benevolences. 

Other  charming  daughters  of  this  venerable 
Ragged  Hill  Church,  the  first  on  the  Brookfield 
circuit,  are  Barre,  Spencer,  Leicester  and  the 
Worcester  Methodist  churches. 

The  field  was  one  charge  until  1834,  when 
the  Rev.  Henry  Mayo  was  appointed  to  North 
Brookfield,  where  a  Church  had  been  erected 
in  the  Lower  Village  the  previous  year,  at  the 
dedication  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilbur  Fisk, 
then  president  of  W^esleyan  University,  preached 
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the  dedicatory  sermon  from  2  Cor.,  10:13-16. 

Financial  trouble  followed  the  erection  of 
their  first  House  of  Worship.  A  long  drawn 
out  law  suit  ensued,  resulting  in  one  of  the  trus- 
tees being  compelled  to  spend  a  month  in  the 
county  jail,  for  want  of  means  to  meet  the  fra- 
ternal, neighborly  pressure  upon  the  little  flock. 

For  a  number  of  years  that  Church  strug- 
gled on  under  great  difficulties,  until  the  Rev. 
J.  Shepard,  while  pastor  at  Brookfield,  took  up 
the  work  there  in  1839.  At  the  Conference  fol- 
lowing he  was  appointed  to  the  North  Brookfield 
charge,  where  he  remained  two  full  years ;  dur- 
ing his  second  year  he  had  a  revival  in  which 
nearly  seventy  souls  were  saved,  forty  of  which 
number  joined  the  Methodist  Church.  He  also 
had  great  revivals  at  Oakham  and  New  Brain- 
tree,  the  fruit  of  which  was  industriously  reaped 
and  gathered  into  Orthodox  garners.  In  Mrs. 
Shepard  he  had  an  invaluable  assistant  in  all 
his  fruitful  ministry. 

In  1846  the  North  Brookfield  Methodist 
Church  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1847  the  Rev. 
Geo.  W.  Weeks  supplied  that  pulpit  in  connec- 
tion with  Brookfield.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Philander  Wallingford,  who  drew  plans 
for   a   new   church,   secured  the   necessary   sub- 
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scriptions   and  was   ready   to   build,   when   their 
ancient  enemy  got  busy,  some  of  the  subscrip- 
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tions   were  withdrawn,   which   were  secured  by 
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the  First  Church,  together  with  some  disaffected 
members,  thus  enabhng  that  Church  to  enlarge 
its  borders.  A  second  Congregational  Church 
was  then  organized  out  of  the  disaffected  Con- 


MR.     GEORGE    BRYANT 


gregational  and  Methodist  element,  which,  float- 
ing together,  coalesced. 

Another   Methodist   Church   was   ready   for 
dedication  on  Spring  street,  Feb.  24,  1854,  when 
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it  was  consumed  by  fire,  evidently  of  incendiary 
origin.  The  Second  Congregational  Church  then 
gathered  in  many  of  the  discouraged  Methodists, 
but  a  faithful  remnant  requested  another  pastor, 


MR.    PAUL    WHEELOCK 

and  another  trial,  when  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Pom- 
fret  was  appointed  there  to  his  first  charge.  Ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  town  hall,  where  at  the 
close  of  his  third  year  he  had  gathered  an  audi- 
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ence  of  about  100.  Two  young-  men  who  were 
saved  under  his  ministry  entered  the  Methodist 
ministry,  Edwin  Babcock  and  R.  Bradford 
Holmes. 


THE    REV.     J.     H.     TWOMBLY,    D.  D. 

The  present  Church  was  erected  in  1860 
under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Atkinson. 
Its  cost  was  $4000  and  it  was  dedicated  March 
13,    1861.     The   Rev.   Dr.    John    H.    Twombly 
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preached  the  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  David 
Sherman  offered  the  dedicatory  prayer.  Many 
able  and  faithful  men  have  served  this  Church, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  Rev.  Reu- 
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ben  H.  Harlow,  to  whom  the  Church  paid  a 
salary  of  $1000,  and  the  Church  membership 
reached  80,  its  high  water  mark.  Several  bril- 
liant young  men  have  served  their  apprentice- 
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ship  in  the  pastorate     of     this     long     suffering 
Church.    The  Rev.  Cecil  R.  Sherman  has  served 


WARE    M.    E.    CHURCH 

it  acceptably   for  two  terms,  and  the  writer  is 
its  present  pastor. 

The  Ware  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
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the  first   direct   desceadant  of  the  Ragged  Hill 
Church.     So  many  of  its  members  slid  down  the 


REV.   DAVID  SHERMAN,  D.  D.,    PASTOR  AT   WARE  AND 
WARREN,    ALSO    PRESIDING    ELDER 

hill  into  Ware  Village  when  that  became  a  manu- 
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facturing  center  that  under  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  Cyrus  L.  Eastman  in  1848  the  old  society 
on  the  hilltop  was  merged  into  the  larger    and 
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Steadily  growing  society  at  Ware  Village.     The 
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last  mentioned  trustees  of  the  Ragged  Hill  Meet- 
ing House  were  Titus  Eddy,  David  Barlow  and 
Joseph  Eaton.  The  old  and  original  Meeting 
House  was  taken  down  in  1864,  The  Ware 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  at  present  the 
most  flourishing  of  the  Ragged  Hill  Church's 
daughters ;   its   present   pastor   is   the   Rev.   Dr. 

E.  W.   Lutterman. 

West  Brookfield,  Warren  and  West  Warren 
Methodist  Churches  are  all  direct  offsprings  of 
the  Brookfield  Church.  They  were  each  born 
out  of  revivals  conducted  by  Brookfield  pastors 
in  the  several  villages.  At  West  Brookfield 
there  was  a  revival  under  Father  Wm.  Gordon 
while  pastor  at  Brookfield  in   1837.     Father  E. 

F.  Newell  while  assistant  pastor  at  Brookfield 
in  1849  and  1850  held  services  there  and  or- 
ganized a  class.  But  it  remained  for  the  Rev. 
David  C.  Winslow  and  Horace  Moulton  to  con- 
duct revival  services  there  for  sixty  consecutive 
nights  in  1851,  which  stirred  the  whole  town, 
and  out  of  which  the  West  Brookfield  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  organized.  This  so 
aroused  the  Congregationalists  whose  Church 
had  been  abandoned  by  its  pastor,  because  they 
could  not  raise  $600  for  his  support,  that  they 
started  a  subscription  and  raised  $900  for  pas- 
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THRASHER,   PASTOR 
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A.  M.,    PASTOR 
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toral  support.     A  Methodist  revival  thus  saved 
the  day  for  their  Congregational  neighbors. 

The  West  Brookfield  Methodist  Church  in 
common  with  her  near  Methodist  neighbor  has 


BISHOP  WILLIAM   BURT,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

had  an  uphill  struggle,  though  she  has  been 
served  by  a  number  of  exceptionally  able  men, 
but  usually  for  one  or  two  years  only,  while 
they  were  winning  their  spurs  and  getting  ready 
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for  higher  appointments.  Mention  need  only 
be  made  of  Wm.  J.  Pomfret,  C.  H.  Hanaford, 
Frederick  Woods,  Wm.  Merrill,  J.  Benson  Ham- 
ilton, Alpheus  R.  Nichols,  J.  R.  Gushing  and 
Elisha  Hooper ;  the  present  devoted  pastor  is 
Eugene  R.   Thrasher. 


REV.    EUGENE   R.    THRASHER 

Both   the   West   Warren   and   the   Warren 
Churches  were  started  by  revival  flames  brought 


WEST  BROOKFIELD  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Which  is  an  exact  duplicate  of  the  first  Methodist  Church  built,  where  now 

stands  the  Town  Hall,  Brookfield,  with  a  picture  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Gilford, 

a  former  pastor. 


from  the  Brookfield  altar  by  her  pastors.  Ser- 
vices were  first  held  at  West  Warren  in  1851, 
shortly  after  the  first  manufacturing  was  es- 
tablished there,  but  when  the  mills  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire  and  the  people  moved  away,  the 


MRS.    WILLIAM    DANE 

work  there  was  discontinued  for  some  years 
until  the  Rev.  Fayette  Nichols'  pastorate  at  War- 
ren, when  he  took  up  the  work  and  pushed  it 
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with  all  his  wonted  vigor  and  established  the 
present  Church.  The  Warren  Church  was  or- 
ganized in  1853  and  the  Rev.  George  M.  Steele 


MRS.    L.    A.    NEWTON 

brought  his  bride  with  him  to  the  new  charge. 
He  was  an  organizer  and  builder  and  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  David  Sherman,  a  master 
builder  of  spiritual  temples,  who  remained  with 
the  Church  seven  years,  and  in  addition  to  his 
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pastorate  he  made  Warren  his  home  during  his 
presiding  eldership  on  the  district.  This  Church 
has  been  fortunate  in  its  pastors  ;  able  and  faith- 
ful men  have  ministered  at  her  altar,  among  oth- 
ers are  the  two  Brookfield  boys,  the  Rev.  Al- 
pheus  R.  Nichols  and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Fay- 
ette Nichols.  Great  souls  have  been  born  at  her 
altar  and  trained  there  for  holy  service.  Mention 
can  but  be  made  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Martin 
and  of  Bishop  William  Burt.  The  present  effi- 
cient pastors  are  the  Rev.  Eugene  H.  Thrasher 
at  Warren  and  AA'est  Brookfield,  and  the  Rev. 
L.  L.  Beeman  at  AA'est  Warren. 

The  Brookfield  Quarterly  Conference  is  at 
present  composed  of  the  following  members : 
The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  P.  Kennedy,  district  superin- 
tendent; Emanuel  C.  Charlton,  preacher  in 
charge;  the  Rev.  Alpheus  R.  Nichols,  retired, 
superintendent  Sunday  School ;  Rev.  Cecil  R. 
Sherman,  supernumerary;  Anson  P.  Goodell, 
steward  and  trustee;  Judge  Henry  E.  Cottle, 
stew^ard  and  trustee  and  president  of  the  Broth- 
erhood; William  B.  Hastings,  stew^ard  and  trus- 
tee, who  is  also  the  efficient  choir  leader ;  Mrs. 
Lucy  Sherman,  steward  and  trustee,  also  super- 
intendent of  the  Infant  Department  in  the  Sun- 
day School ;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Cottle,  steward  and  trus- 
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tee;  Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Hastings,  steward;  Mrs.  Car- 
rie Hamilton,  steward ;  Miss  Evie  L.  Carlton, 
recording  steward  and  president  of  Epworth 
League ;  Mrs.  Lucinda  Wright,  Mrs.  Sophronia 
Gay,  Mrs.  Harry  Lamb  and  Miss  Clarabelle 
Bailey,  stewards ;  Mr.  Oscar  Bemis,  trustee  and 


REV.  L.   L.   BEEMAN,  A.  M. 

church  treasurer;   Mr.   M.  A.   Love,  Mr.  J.   H. 
Bluemer  and  Mr.  Harry  R.  Lamb,  trustees.  Miss 
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Elizabeth  Stone  is  president  of  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  and  Mrs.  Belle  M.  Carlton  president 
of  the  Junior  League.  Every  department  of  the 
Church  is  doing  something  for  the  advancement 


MRS.    PHEBE    ALMEDA    STONE    BEEMAN 
One  of  the  distinguished  daughters  of  the  19th  century 

of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Peace  and  harmony 
prevails  among  its  members,  and  the  pastor  is 
well  sustained  by  the  Church  in  all  his  efforts. 
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The  most  hopeful  work  at  home  is  with  the 
Junior  League  and  the  home  missionary  work  in 
the  outlying  school  districts,  where  weekly  ser- 
vices  are  held  by   the  pastor   at   Potopoag  and 


JUDGE  HENRY  E.  COTTLE,  PRESIDENT  BROTHERHOOD 

Rice  Corner  schoolhouses  with  good  interest. 
The  Church  has  intellectual  strength  and  en- 
joys her  social  prestige. 

The  North  Brookfield  charge  has  for  several 
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years  past  been  connected  with  Brookfield  and 
served  by  the  same  pastor.  Sunday  services  are 
held  there  afternoons,  at  1  P.  M.  Sunday  School, 
preaching  at  2  P.  M.     Sunday  evenings  the  pas- 


Miss  EVIE   CARLTON,   PRESIDENT  EPWORTH   LEAGUE 

tor  alternates  between  the  two  charges.  Prayer 
meetings  are  held  at  Brookfield  Thursdav  even- 
ings and  at  North  Brookfield  Friday  evenings. 
The  North  Brookfield  Church  is  weak  numerical- 
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ly  and  socially,  but  strong  in  faith  and  love,  do- 
ing valiant  service  for  the  Lord  and  meeting 
all  her  obligations  to  the  world  promptly.  She 
appears   to   be   needed   in   the   community     and 


MR.    OSCAR    BEMIS,     CHURCH    TREASURER 

ought   by    faithful   pastoral   efforts   to   increase 
her  efficiency  and  usefulness. 

The  North  Brookfield     Quarterly     Confer- 
ence members  are:     Mr.   George  Goodrich,  re- 
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cording  steward,  trustee  and  church  treasurer ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Gilbert,  steward  and  trustee ;  Paul 
Wheelock,  steward  and  trustee  and  president 
Epworth  League ;  Mr.  A.  Mathison,  steward  and 
trustee ;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Gilbert,  steward  and  super- 
intendent Sunday  School;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wheelock^ 
steward ;  Mrs.  Geo.  Goodrich,  Mrs.  Geo.  Bry- 
ant, Mrs.  F.  Lombard  and  Mrs.  Paul  Wheelock, 
stewards ;  Mr.  Seth  Keeler  and  Mr.  Frank 
Maney,  trustees ;  Mrs.  F.  J.  Maney,  president 
Ladies'  Aid. 

The  present  Church  membership  in  full 
at  North  Brockfield  is  ^2,  but  a  large  number 
are  non-residents.  The  membership  in  full  at 
Brookfield  is  65,  nearly  all  resident.  A  goodly 
number  of  probationers  are  registered  at  both 
Churches.  The  present  constituency,  outside 
of  the  Church  membership,  at  North  Brookfield 
is  small.  But  at  Brookfield  it  is  probably  as 
large  as  at  any  time  in  the  Church's  history.  The 
Church  at  North  Brookfield  is  sadl5f  out  of  re- 
pairs, and  unfortunately  located.  The  Parson- 
a^  IS  as  good  as  they  average  on  rural  charges. 
The  Brookfield  Church  is  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired. Its  location  on  the  Common  and  its  archi- 
tecture mark  it  as  one  of  the  best  public  build- 
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ings  in  town.     The  Parsonage  is  convenient  and 
comfortable.    "And  the  best  of  all  is  God  is  with 


us. 


INDIAN    ROCK THE    SCENE    OF    THE    INDIAN 

MASSACRE 
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BROOKFIELD  OF  TODAY 

Brookfield,  the  very  heart  of  the  Quaboag 
Country,  near  midways  between  the  cities  of 
Worcester  and  Springfield,  is  beautiful  for  sit- 
uation ;  the  gently  flowing  Quaboag  River  as  a 
main  artery  flows  from  the  trinity  of  lakes  em- 
bedded like  gems  at  the  head  of  the  valley, 
through  fertile  meadows  flanked  by  productive 
farms  tilled  by  sturdy  sons  of  Puritan  ancestry. 
The  old  reliable  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  car- 
rying world  commerce  through  the  length  of  the 
town,  aiding  its  three  main  industries,  Agricul- 
ture, The  Ideal  Coated  Paper  Factory  and  the 
Foster  Moulton  Shoe  Manufactory.  An  electric 
road  runs  through  the  center  of  the  town  along 
a  well  kept  macadam  state  highway.  Brookfield's 
lovely  Common,  surrounded  by  thrifty,  peaceful 
homes,  enjoys  the  modern  luxuries  of  town  water 
system,  gas  and  electric  lights,  a  magnificent 
Town  Hall,  a  well-equipped  Public  Library,  a 
High  School  and  four  churches,  ministering  to 
the  social  and  moral  w^ell-being  of  the  commun- 
ity. Physically  it  is  well  nigh  Edenic,  an  ideal 
place  for  a  Home  Sweet  Home. 


99 


TPJE    ALTAR    OF    THE     CHUKCII.  THE    ALTAR      OF 

OUR    FATHERS'*' 
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REV.   DANIEL  DORCHESTER,  D.  D. — A   GREAT   PRESID- 
ING  ELDER 
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REV.    W.    L.    WALSH 
Unitarian  Pastor. 
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FIRST    PARISH     CHURCH,    BROOKFIELD 
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CONGREGATIONAL    EVANGELICAL    CHURCH, 
BROOKFIELD 
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REV.    SHERMAN    W.    GOODWIN,    PASTOR    BROOKFIELD 
CONGREGATIONAL    CHURCH 
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ST.   Mary's  r.  c.  church — rev.  m.  j.  murphy 

PASTOR 
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BROOKFIELD    TOWN     HALL 
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THE   MERRICK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  BROOKFIELD 
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BROOKFIELD   COMMON 
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MEMORIAL    GATEWAY,    BROOKFIELD    CEMETERY 
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THE    BROOKFIELD    INN 
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IDEAL  COATED  PAPER  CO.  FACTORY,  BROOKFIELD 
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F05TER-M0ULTON    SHOE    CO        tlflTcl?.^!- 
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FOSTER-MOULTON    CO,    SHOE    FACTORY^    BROOKFIELD 
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ROSEMONT^    BROOKFIELD 
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BOOKS  BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOR 

THE    FISHERMAN,/;/    Tn'o    Volumes. 

THE  OMPOMPONOOSUC  PARISH 

IN  MEMORIAM 

A  PURITAN   CAPTAIN. 
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DATE   DUE 

